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116 DIPLOMACY IN THE NEAR AND Mote East 


who shall commit an act contrary to the 
present regulations be the object of Divine 


49. CONVENTION (ONDON) FO 


malediction, and be deprived forever of 


every kind of {protection} happiness. 


R THE PACIFICATION OF THE 


LEVANT: AUSTRIA, GREAT BRITAIN, PRUSSIA AND RUSSIA WITH 


THE OTTOM 
. 15 July-17 Se 


AN EMPIRE 
ptember 1840 


(Ratifications exchanged, London, 17 September 1840) 


[Convention and attached instruments signed on 15 July 1840 from Great Britain, 
Parliamentary Papers, 1841, vol. 29, рр. 691-93, 696-98, 700; self-denying proto- 


col signed in London on 17 September 1840 from Thomas Erskine Holland, comp., 


The European Concert т the Eastern Question (Oxford, 1885), р. 97] 


Ап Anglo-Russian rapprochement over the 
Eastern Question was reached in the last week 
of December 1839. Tsar Nicholas I agreed to 
abandon Russia's preferential position, as de- 
fined at Hiinkar Iskelesi (Рос. 40), by assent- 
ing to Palmerston’s condition that the fleets 
of Russia and the maritime powers should be 
allowed simultaneous entry into the Sea of 
Marmara, as an exceptional measure jn case 
of need to defend the integrity of the Otto- 
man Empire. In return, Palmerston accepted 
the Russian condition that the powers should 
act in concert in the Ottoman-Egyptian dis- 
pute. The British government did not en- 
dorse these arrangements for more than six 
months and then only after Palmerston had 
threatened to resign, for with France still giv- 
ing its blessing to Mehmed ‘Ali the action im- 
plied the dissolution of the existing Anglo- 
French alliance, At the meeting of 8 July 
1540 when the British Cabinet took the de- 
cision in support of Palmerston, Lords Claren- 
gon and Holland formally appended their dis- 
sent to the minute communicated to Queen 
Victoria (text in Sir Н. Maxwell, The Life 
end Letters о}... URA Fourth Earl of 

lerendon (London, 1913), vol. 1, pp. 196-97; 
and H. Temperley, England and the Near 
East, pp. 486-88). The principal instruments 
were signed a week later; to these were added 
а self-denying protocol on 17 September 1840, 
Sir С. Webster, The Foreign Policy of Palmer- 
Son 1830-1841, vol. 2, pp. 644-94; Temper- 
ley, ор. cit, pp. 111-16; Е. Charles-Roux, 
Thiers et Méhé£met-Ali, chaps. 1-3; Maxwell, 
op. cit., vol. 1, chaps. 7-8; also references to 
Doc. 52. 


1. CONVENTION 


Авт. 1. His Highness the Sultan having 
come to an agreement, with their Majesties 


the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great 


Britain and Ireland, the Emperor of Aus- 
tria, King of Hungary and Bohemia, the 


King of Prussia, and the Emperor of all the 
Russias, as to the conditions of the arrange- 
ment which it is the intention of His High- 
ness to grant to Mehemet Ali, conditions 
which are specified in the Separate Act 
hereunto annezed; Their Majesties engage 
to act in perfect accord, and to unite their 
efforts in order to determine Mehemet Ali 


to conform to that arrangement; each 


the High Contracting Parties reserving to 
itself to co-operate for that purpose, ace 
cording to the means of action which each 


may have at its disposal. 
Ахят. 2. If the Pasha of Egypt should 
fuse to accept the above-mentioned 


rangement, which will be communicated to 
him by the Sultan, with the concurrence of 
‚ Their Majesties 


Their aforesaid Majesties 


engage to take, at the request of the Sul- . 


ien, measures concerted and settled 
tween Them, in order to carry that 


of 


те- 
ar- 


be- 
ат- 


rangement into effect. In the meanwhile, 
the Sultan having requested bis said Allies 
to unite with him in order to assist him to 
cut off the communication by sea between 
Egypt and Syria, and to prevent the trans- 
port of troops, horses, arms, and warlike 
stores of all kinds, from the one province 


to the other; Their Majesties the Queen of 


the United Kingdom of Great Britain 


and 


Treland, and the Emperor of Austria, King 
of Hungary and Bohemia, engage to give 


immediately to that effect, the necessary 
orders to their naval Commanders in the 


ule epo 
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Mediterranean. Their said Majesties further 
engage, that the naval Commanders of their 
squadrons shall, according to the means at 
their command, afford, in the name of the 
Alliance, all the support and assistance in 
their power to those subjects of the Sultan 
who may manifest their fidelity and alle- 
giance to their Sovereign. 

‘Art, 3. If Mehemet Ali, after having re- 
fused to submit to the conditions of the 
arrangement above-men ned, should di- 
rect his land or sea forces against Constan- 
tinople, the High Contracting Parties, upon 
the express demand of the Sultan, addressed 
to their Representatives at Constantinople, 
agree, in such case, to comply with the re- 
quest of that Sovereign, and to provide for 
the defence of his throne by means of a co- 
operation agreed upon by mutual consent, 
for the purpose of placing the two Straits 
of the Bosphorus and Dardanelles, as weil 
as the Capital of the Ottoman Empire, in 
security against all aggression. 

It, is further agreed, that the forces 
which, in virtue of such concert, may be 
sent as aforesaid, shall there remain so em- 
ployed as long as their presence shall be 
required by the Sultan; and when His High- 
ness shall deem their presence no longer 
necessary, the said forces shall simultane- 
ously withdraw, and shall return 10 the 
Black Sea and to the Mediterranean, re- 
spectively. 

Авт. 4, It is, however, expressly under- 
stood, that the co-operation mentioned in 
the preceding Article, and destined to place 
the Straits of the Dardanelles and of the 
Bosphorus, and the Ottoman Capital, under 
the temporary safeguard of the High Con- 
tracting Parties against all aggression of 
Mehemet Ali, shall be considered only as a 
measure of exception adopted at the express 
demand of the Sultan, and solely for his 
defence in the single case above-mentioned; 
but it is agreed, that such measure shall not 
derogate in any degree from the ancient 
rule of the Ottoman Empire, in virtue of 
which it has at all times been prohibited 
for ships of war of Foseign Powers to enter 
the Straits of the Dardanelles and of the 
Bosphorus. And ‘the Sultan, on the one 
hand, hereby declares that, excepting the 


contingency above-mentioned, # is his firm 
resolution to maintain in future this prin- 
ciple invariably established as the ancient 
rule of his empire; and as long as the Porte 
is at peace, to admit no foreign ship of war 
into the Straits of the Bosphorus and of 
the Dardanelles; on the other hand, their 
Majesties the Queen of the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireizsd, the Em- 
peror of Austria, King of Hengary and 
Bohemia, the King of Prussia, амі the Em- 
peror of all the Russias, engage te respect 
this determination of tbe Saban, and to 
conform to the above-mentiened prin- 
ciple.... 


2. SEPARATE ACT 


$1. His Highness promises fo grant to 
Mehemet Ali, for bimself amd for his de- 
scendants in the direct line, the administra- 
tion of the Pashalic of EN; and His 
Highness promises, moreover, t grant to 
Mehemet Ali, for bis life, with the title of 
Pasha of Acre, and with the mand of 
the fortress of St. Jobn of Асте, the admin- 
istration of the southern part af Syria, the 
limits of which shall be detezsined by the 
following line of demarkatzmr— 

This line, beginning at Gpe Ras-el- 
Nakhora, on the coast of the Mediterran- 
ean, shall extend direct f ence as far 
as the mouth of the river Scigban, at the 
northern extremity of the Lakesf Tiberias; 
it shall pass along the Feu shore of 
that Lake, it shall follow е it bank of 
the river Jordan, and the rm shore of 
the Dead Sea; from them & shall extend 
straight Lo the Red Sea, witch it shall strike 
at the northern point of E Сай of Akabe, 
and from thence it shall Siew the western 
shore of the Gulf of Aisia, exi the east- 
ern shore of the Gulf & Sr, as far as 
Suez. 3 

The Sultan, howevez & mskmg these 
offers, attaches thereto the condition, that 
Mehemet Ali shall accept then within the 
space of ten days ster communication 
thereof shall have bees made to hem at 
Alexandria, by an agat , Em Highness; 
and that Mehemet AE sell, at the same 
time, place in the hang & tiat zem the 
necessary instructions t» Xe Саюшгобет5 
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